Pedigree Instructions and Guidelines
	On page two of this document is a five generation generic pedigree. Items in square brackets are designed to be replaced with your own entries, as appropriate, using MS Word.  The pedigree may be modified to suit your needs.

Technical Notes

Space is at a premium on the pedigree. The following font specifications (already set) maximize your chances of being able to squeeze in the most information.  You may wish to use a personalized font for your hamstery name.

Font style – Arial

Font sizes –

Column 1 (parents)

Size 12

Column 2

Size 10

All others

Size 8

Printing – Use legal-size paper (8-1/2 x 14). If you want a letter-size (8-1/2 x 11) document, download the four generation pedigree instead. Each cell is set up to center information vertically.  When you hit <return> to key in another line, the block will automatically re-center. Opt to print page 2 only.  Because printers vary, you may have to adjust page margins to center the entire pedigree.

Guidelines

Your hamstery name and contact information (column 1, upper left and lower left) – These items identify the source of the hamster and provide the recipient with a way to reach you if problems or questions arise.  You may want to tailor this information, for instance, to include a street address or website URL.

Index animal (column 1, center) – This identifies the hamster being sold. Your prefix is followed by a blank in which the new owner enters the hamster’s name. Phenotype includes proper terminology for color, pattern, and coat type in that order.  For the coat 
	type portion, Short Haired or Long Haired precedes other descriptors such as Rex or Satin. To save space, Short Haired and Long Haired can be abbreviated to SH and LH. Genotype includes known, relevant gene pairs in alphabetical order. Remaining entries are Species, Sex, and Date of Birth.

Example:

Tarot’s ____________________

Black Eyed Cream Banded LH Satin
Aa Ba_ ee ll Sasa

Species - Syrian

Sex - M

D.O.B. 4 -1- 04

Sire and Dam (column 1) – If the hamster has wins or show awards, these are noted first, followed by the name.  Name includes the appropriate prefix, whether yours or someone else’s. Phenotype and genotype are completed as per the index animal. The comments line is optional but can include anything that someone might want to remember later on, e.g., "very nice type", "excellent head", "fantastic temperament", "may carry black", "sire of 4 BIS winners".

Example:

2XCHA BIS, CHA RIS

Tarot's Solid Gold

Golden SH Satin

Aa BB Dgdg

Remaining columns – These should contain the same information as for the sire and dam, space allowing. You may find room for “comments” in column 2 (grandparents) but probably not beyond that point. For each pair, sire appears above dam.
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